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1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION


The Foyle Maritime Festival will return to Derry~Londonderry’s iconic riverfront for four unforgettable days of maritime magic from Thursday 25th – Sunday 28th June 2026. 

As with previous years, it is the intention of Loughs Agency to provide a high-quality programme of water-based activities on the River Foyle during the Festival.

We are seeking expressions of interest from experienced providers to deliver a range of safe, engaging, and inclusive water-based activities.

These activities aim to enhance the festival’s offering, encourage participation across age groups and abilities, and promote positive engagement with the river environment. 


2.  SCOPE OF WORK


Providers are invited to propose activities that align with overall goals of both the festival and Loughs Agency’s strategic objectives in relation to marine tourism. For information, Loughs Agency Strategic Direction document can be found here: Link As an example, these activities can include:

· Introductory taster sessions
· "Try-it" sessions, clinics, or educational workshops
· Any innovative water-based activity that aligns with the remit of the festival.


It is a minimum requirement that any proposed activity provides the following in full:

· Proposed activity along with full methodology 
· Guarantee of provision of all necessary equipment (craft, buoyancy aids, etc.)
· Qualified instructors with valid certifications of equipment and qualifications where applicable
· Commitment to provide full risk assessments and insurance if successful, recognising that failure to supply either will result in cancellation of services at no cost to Loughs Agency. 












3. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Applications will be scored based on a weighted system as follows.

	Criteria
	% of overall assessment
	What we are looking for

	Participant Benefit
	40%
	Inclusivity, and accessibility for beginners

	Environmental Stewardship
	15%
	Strategies to protect biodiversity and minimise river impact.

	Previous Experience
	15%
	Evidence of successful past events and positive feedback.

	Quotation of services provided
	30%
	A breakdown of all core services included within the price




4. TIMELINE

Tender Launch: 23rd February 2026
Deadline for Submissions: 18th March 2026
Contracts Awarded: 30th March 2026


HOW TO APPLY

Click here to download application form.

Please also submit copies of:

· Public Liability Insurance (minimum £10 million)
· Employers Insurance (minimum £5 million).

Following notification, successful applicants will be asked to provide a full Risk Assessment for the proposed activity. This must be submitted by Friday 17th April 2026, along with high-quality images and marketing materials.

Please submit your completed application along with above documentation via email to info@grayscommunications.com with the subject line "Invitation to Quote: Water Activity - Foyle Maritime Festival."

CLOSING DATE: 12noon on Wednesday 18th March 2026

Please Note: It is important to understand that multiple providers will be appointed through this process to ensure a diverse programme of activities.
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